Appl. No. 10/729,439 

Response to Office Action of March 19, 2010. 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1 to 38 (canceled). 

Claim 39 (currently amended): A method of operating a gaming system including a 
memory device which stores a plurality of instructions , said method comprising: 

causing a processor of a gaming device to execute the plurality of instructions to 
operate with an input device and a communication device to: 

receivemgr an input at a-the gaming device for T a loan request including a 

loan amount: and 

sending an indication of the loan request to at least one casino employees 

and 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate with a cash out device to enablemq a -the cash-out m e chanism 
device of the gaming device based on an approval of the loan request by the at least 
one casino employee. 

Claim 40 (previously presented): The method of claim 39, wherein sending an 
indication of the loan request comprises: 

causing at least one of an audio and visual signal to be output to the at least one 
casino employee. 

Claim 41 (currently amended): The method of claim 39, wherein sending an 
indication of the loan request comprises: 

causing at least one of a beeper, a_cellular telephone and another computing 
device to output the indication of the loan request to the at least one casino employee. 
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Claim 42 (currently amended): The method of claim 39, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to receivemg an approval of the loan request. 

Claim 43 (currently amended): The method of claim 42, wherein receiving an 
approval of the loan request comprises: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to receivema, from the at least one casino employee, an 
approval of the loan request. 

Claim 44 (currently amended): The method of claim 43, wherein receiving an 
approval of the loan request comprises: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to received, via an input device of the gaming device, an 
authorization code from the at least one casino employee. 

Claim 45 (currently amended): The method of claim 44, wherein receiving an 
authorization code comprises: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to receiveinq, via at least one of a keypad and a card reading 
device, an authorization code from the at least one casino employee. 

Claim 46 (currently amended): The method of claim 45, wherein the card reading 
device is op e rab le configured to obtain information from at least one of a magnetic stripe 
card and a smart card. 



3 



Appl. No. 10/729,439 

Response to Office Action of March 19, 2010. 

Claim 47 (currently amended): The method of claim 42, wherein receiving an 
approval of the loan request comprises: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to receivemg, from a computing device, an approval of the loan 
request based on a verification that a-the player associated with the loan request is a 
current guest of a hotel associated with the gaming device. 

Claim 48 (currently amended): The method of claim 47, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to t ransmitting, to the computing device, an identifier of the 
player associated with the loan request. 

Claim 49 (currently amended): The method of claim 48, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to receivemg, from the player, the identifier of the player. 

Claim 50 (currently amended): The method of claim 48, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to receivemq, from the computing device, a direction to prompt 
the player for a further identifier that verifies the player is currently a guest of a hotel 
associated with the gaming device. 

Claim 51 (previously presented): The method of claim 50, wherein the further identifier 
comprises at least one of a personal identification number, a hotel room number, and a 
hotel room entry card identifier. 

Claim 52 (currently amended): The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to prompting the player for the further identifier. 
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Claim 53 (currently amended): The method of claim 52, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 

instructions to operate to: 

receivemg the further identifier; and 

transmitting the further identifier to the computing device. 

Claim 54 (currently amended): The method of claim 53, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to receivemg, from the computing device, a confirmation that the 
player is currently a guest of a hotel associated with the gaming device, thereby 
receiving an approval of the loan request. 

Claim 55 (currently amended): The method of claim 39, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to establishing, based on the requested amount and before the 
approval of the loan request is received, a balance of credits available for wagering at 
the gaming device. 



j 



5 



Appl. No. 10/729,439 

Response to Office Action of March 19, 2010. 

Claim 56 (currently amended): A gaming device, comprising: 
a processor; 
an input device: 
a communication device: 
a cash-out device: and 

a storage device in communication with the processor, the storage device storing 
a program for directing the processor to operate with the cash-out device, the 
communication device and the input device to : 

p e rform th o m e thod of cla i m 39 receive an input at the gaming device for 
loan reguest including a loan amount; 

send an indication of the loan reguest to at least one casino employee, 

and 

enable the cash-out device of the gaming device based on an approval of 
the loan reguest by the at least one casino employee . 

Claim 57 (currently amended): A non-transitory computer readable medium encoded 

with instructions for directing a processor of a gaming device to operate with a cash-out 

device, a communication device and an input device to : 

p e rform th e method of c l a i m 39 receive an input at the gaming device for a loan 

reguest including a loan amount; 

send an indication of the loan reguest to at least one casino employee, and 
enable the cash-out device of the gaming device based on an approval of the 

loan request by the at least one casino employee . 
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Claim 58 (currently amended): A method of operating a gaming system including a 
memory device which stores a plurality of instructions , said method comprising: 

causing a processor of a gaming device to execute the plurality of instructions to 
operate with an input device to: 

receiveinfT an input at a-the gaming device _for T a loan request including a 

loan amount: and 

establishing, based on the loan amount, a balance of credits available for 
wagering at the gaming device; 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate with a cash-out device to: 

disabletng-a the cash-out m o Ghan i sm device of the gaming device; and 
enablemg the cash-out mochanism device of the gaming device upon the 
occurrence one of: 

receiving an approval of the loan request from at least one casino 
employee; and 

determining that a payout at least equal to the loan request has 
been won at the gaming device using the established balance of credits, 
whoro i n t he loan amount is -being subtracted from the payout before the 
cash-out mochan i sm device is enabled. 

Claim 59 (currently amended): The method of claim 58, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to: 

sending, to a computing device, an indication of the loan request; and 
sending, upon the occurrence of the payout at least equal to the loan 
request, an indication of cancellation of the loan request. 
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Claim 60 (currently amended): An apparatus, comprising: 
a processor; 
an input device: 
a cash-out device: and 

a storage device in communication with the processor, the storage device storing 
a program for directing the processor to operate with the cash-out device and the input 
device to : 

perform the m e thod of c l aim 58 receive, at a gaming device, a loan request 
including a loan amount: 

establish, based on the loan amount, a balance of credits available for 
wagering at the gaming device: 

disable the cash-out device of the gaming device: and 

enable the cash-out device of the gaming device upon the occurrence one 

of: 

receiving an approval of the loan reguest from at least one casino 
employee; and 

determining that a payout at least equal to the loan request has 
been won at the gaming device using the established balance of credits, 
the loan amount being subtracted from the payout before the cash-out 
device is enabled . 
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Claim 61 (currently amended): A non-transitory computer readable medium encoded 
with instructions for directing a processo r of a gaming device to operate with a cash out 
device and an input device to : 

p e rform tho method of c l a i m 58 receive an input at the gaming device for a 
loan reguest including a loan amount; 

establish, based on the loan amount, a balance of credits available for 
wagering at the gaming device: 

disable the cash out device of the gaming device: and 

enable the cash out device of the gaming device upon the occurrence one 

of: 

receiving an approval of the loan reguest from at least one casino 
employee: and 

determining that a payout at least equal to the loan reguest has 
been won at the gaming device using the established balance of credits, 
the loan amount being subtracted from the payout before the cash out 
device is enabled. 

Claim 62 (currently amended): A method of operating a gaming system including a 
memory device which stores a plurality of instructions , said method comprising: 

causing a processor of a gaming device to execute the plurality of instructions to 
operate with a cash out device and an input device to: 

receivemg an indication that a player of a — the gaming device has 
requested a loan amount for wagering at the gaming device, wherein a the cash 
out m e chanism device of the gaming device is -being disabled once a balance 
based on the loan amount has been established at the gaming device; 

approvemg the loan amount^ wh e r e in the approval is -being performed by 
at least one casino employee; and 

storeing an indication of the loan amount in association with the player. 
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Claim 63 (currently amended): The method of claim 62, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to: 

determinem§ that a predetermined period of time since a time at which the 
player finished playing the gaming device has passed; 

determinemg that the player has not repaid the loan amount during the 
predetermined period of time; and 

chargeing a credit card of the player for at least a portion of the loan 
amount that has not yet been repaid. 

Claim 64 (currently amended): An apparatus, comprising: 
a processor; 
an input device; 
a cash out device: and 

a storage device in communication with the processor, the storage device storing 
a program for directing the processor to operate with the cash out device and the input 
device to : 

perform tho method of c l a i m 62 receive an indication that a player of a 
gaming device has reguested a loan amount for wagering at the gaming device, 
the cash out device of the gaming device being disabled once a balance based 
on the loan amount has been established at the gaming device; 

approve the loan amount, the approval being performed by at least one 
casino employee; and 

store an indication of the loan amount in association with the player . 
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Claim 65 (currently amended): A non-transitory computer readable medium encoded 
with instructions for directing a processo r of a gaming device to operate with a cash out 
device and an input device to : 

perform th o method of c l aim 62 receive an indication that a player of the 
gaming device has reguested a loan amount for wagering at the gaming device, 
the cash out device of the gaming device being disabled once a balance based 
on the loan amount has been established at the gaming device: 

approve the loan amount, the approval being performed by at least one 
casino employee: and 

store an indication of the loan amount in association with the player . 

Claim 66 (currently amended): A method of operating a gaming system including a 
memory device which stores a plurality of instructions , said method comprising: 

causing a processor of a gaming device to execute the plurality of instructions to 
operate with an input device and a communication device to: 

receivem g an input T at a-the gaming device for 7 a loan request including a 

loan amount; 

sending an indication of the loan request to a computing device: and 
receivemg, from a computing device, an approval of the loan request 
based on a verification that a-the player associated with the loan request is a 
current guest of a hotel associated with the gaming device; and 
causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate with a cash-out device to enablemg-a - the cash-out m e chan i sm 
device of the gaming device based on an approval of the loan request. 

Claim 67 (currently amended): The method of claim 66, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to t ransmitting, to the computing device, an identifier of the 
player associated with the loan request. 
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Claim 68 (currently amended): The method of claim 67, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to received, from the player, the identifier of the player. 

Claim 69 (currently amended): The method of claim 67, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to receivemg, from the computing device, a direction to prompt 
the player for a further identifier that verifies the player is currently a guest of a hotel 
associated with the gaming device. 

Claim 70 (previously presented): The method of claim 69, wherein the further identifier 
comprises at least one of a personal identification number, a hotel room number, and a 
hotel room entry card identifier. 

Claim 71 (currently amended): The method of claim 69, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to prompting the player for the further identifier. 

Claim 72 (currently amended): The method of claim 71 , further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 

instructions to operate to: 

receivein§ the further identifier; and 

transmitting the further identifier to the computing device. 

Claim 73 (currently amended): The method of claim 72, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to receivemg, from the computing device, a confirmation that the 
player is currently a guest of a hotel associated with the gaming device, thereby 
receiving an approval of the loan request. 
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Claim 74 (currently amended): The method of claim 62, further comprising: 

causing the processor of the gaming device to execute the plurality of 
instructions to operate to: 

determinemg that the player has finished playing the gaming device before the 
loan amount has been repaid; 

determinemg that the player has repaid the loan amount at a casino counter; and 

storemg an indication of the repayment of the loan amount. 
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